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ASSISTAMT SECRETARY FOK
FAIR HOUSING AMLD EQUAL OFPURTIINITY

Harry C. Alford

PresidenuCEO

National Black Chamber of Commerce
1350 Connecticut Avenue MW

Suile 403

Washington, DC 20036

Dear Mr. Alford:

Thank you for vour recent letter fo Secretary Shaun 1. Donovan regardin
enforcement of Scetion 3 of the Housing & Urban Development Act ol 1968, 1y
you at the Community Service Society’s briefing on Section 3 in the 1.5, Capito

As you know from our conversation and my public statements, the Depal
undertaking a mulli-pronged strategy to revitalize Section 3 enforcement and ma
government’s promise that Housing & Urban Development funds promote traini
opportunities for low-income and very low-income individuals and contracting o
companies whao hire them.

Last month, the Assistunt Secretaries of Public & Indian Housing and Co
and Developmenl juined me in a letter to over 3000 local and state agencics notif
their 2008 Section 3 reports had not been filed with the Department. | am pleasc
are wilnessing a substantial increase in reporting as a direet result of the letters. |
jurisdictions until November 30, 2009 to comply. 1 plan to share with you and o
once we receive the reports and arc able to evaluate them.

We are also working to train federal govemment and non-federal staff on
of Section 3 and ways to monitor and cnhance compliance. We aim to use all i
enlorcement tools at our disposal to improve compliance and to promate job and
u:-ppcummizies under Section 3. We have the :-1uthnriu- lo impose sanctions, inclue
suspulsmu or limited denial of [‘-.:i.E'!.lLlpd.Lll.}n in HL'D programs against agencics
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The Denartment has had considerable success with bringing noncomplial



